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1750 Ocean Park Boulevard #200 
Santa Monica, CA 90405-4938 
 
 
Dear Mr. Simpson: 
 
Thank you for your letter of May 1, 2009.  
 
In response to your questions, our previous letter of April 29 described in detail what Google did 
and did not advocate for during debate on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(H.R. 1).  I reprint it again here: 
 

During debate on this bill, we specifically encouraged Congress to: 
 

1. Continue to fund and support the development and deployment of national standards 
for health care information exchange, and the portability of medical records, including: 
continuing to fund the work of the Healthcare Information Technology Standards Panel; 
directing the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to create an open 
network and authentication protocol to specify the exchange of clinical documents; and 
directing HHS to ensure that all medical concepts can be unambiguously identified 
through a freely available set of codes. 
 
2. Provide incentives to encourage national standards, including: requiring recipients of 
federal funds to make patient medical records available online in a semantically 
interoperable format; ensuring there is interoperability between Electronic Health Record 
(EHR) systems and Personal Health Record (PHR) systems; requiring recipients who 
receive funding for EHR adoption to register a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) where 
software can request clinical documents on behalf of patients; and requiring government 
agencies to make their patient medical records available in an interoperable format. 
 
3. Appropriately reimburse physicians for superior outcomes and transparency.  
Physicians should be rewarded for superior clinical performance based on industry-
approved metrics, regardless of the number of in-person visits. 
 
4. Protect consumer privacy, through: temporary breach notification provisions for 
vendors of personal health records; a requirement that the Secretary of HHS, in 
consultation with the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), report on recommendations for 
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privacy and security requirements for vendors of PHRs; and product certification for both 
EHRs and PHRs with agreed upon privacy standards and features. 

 
 
I am happy to repeat what I stated in that letter: Google has not, does not and will not support the 
sale of users' personal health data. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rachel Whetstone 
Vice President, Public Policy and Communications 
Google 
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