
 
 

 

        Feb. 17, 2011 
The Hon. Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman 
Sen. Hon. Chuck Grassley, Ranking member 
Honorable Members 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
Dear Senators, 
 
We are deeply distressed to learn that President Obama is meeting with Google CEO Eric 
Schmidt today behind closed doors as the Justice Department is poised to render its decision on 
Google’s acquisition of ITA, which has caused deep concern within in the travel industry about 
Google’s ability to drive out competitors in the online airline booking industry. 
 
Recently Google has been criticized for refusing to appear before your committee though it has a 
robust lobbying operation, which spent $5.2 million on its efforts last year. Clearly if Mr. 
Schmidt has the time to meet with President Obama behind closed doors, Google has the 
wherewithal to appear before your committee. 
 
We reiterate our call for you to bring Mr. Schmidt to testify before Congress under oath.  The 
American people have been subjected by Google to the largest wire tapping incident in history 
when Google’s Street View cars captured data from Wi-Fi networks and yet Google has not been 
questioned before Congress about the Wi-Spy scandal. 
 
Recently we issued our report, “Lost In The Clouds,” about the troubling relationship between 
Google and the American government. You can read it at http://insidegoogle.com/wp-
content/uploads/2011/01/GOOGGovfinal012411.pdf . 
 
We bring it to your attention along with our recent satirical video, “Mr. Schmidt Goes To 
Washington,” which uses Mr. Schmidt’s own statements to explain why he needs to answer to 
your Committee. The video can be viewed at http://www.consumerwatchdog.org/video/mr-
schmidt-goes-washington . 
 
Rarely has an American company with this type of power and troubled history been able to have 
access to the highest levels of presidency without having to answer to the American people in 
Congress.  We call upon you to bring Mr. Schmidt to Washington. 
 
Sincerely, 

                  
 
Jamie Court     John Simpson 
President     Online Privacy Director 


