
 
June 22, 2015 
 
Peter Lee, Executive Director 
California Health Benefit Exchange 
1601 Exposition Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
VIA E-MAIL: Peter.Lee@covered.ca.gov 
 
Covered California Office of Legal Affairs 
Attn: PRA Request 
P.O. Box 13908 
Sacramento, CA 95853  
VIA E-MAIL: pra@covered.ca.gov 
 
 
Dear Director Lee: 
 
 Pursuant to California Government Code section 6253(b) of the Public Records 
Act, and Article 1, section 3 of the California Constitution, Consumer Watchdog hereby 
requests that the California Health Benefit Exchange (“Covered California”) provide 
copies of the records1 described below. 
 
 Consumer Watchdog requests: 
  

1. Notices or invitations to any meetings2 to which the Qualified Health Plans 
(“QHPs”) were invited. 
 

2. Agenda for any meetings to which the QHPs were invited. 
 

3.  Minutes or summaries of information discussed at meetings to which QHPs 
were invited and the list of attendees. 

 
4. Bulletins or any other information sent to the QHPs, including any deadlines 

set for the QHPs. 
 

5. Reports or studies, including drafts, sent to the QHPs. 
 

6. Any guidelines shared with the QHPs about benefits, cost-sharing or pricing. 
 

7. Model contract for 2016. 
                                                
1 As used in this letter, the term “records” includes writings and correspondence that are 
printed, typed, hand-written, facsimiles or computer generated e-mail. 
2 As used in this letter, the term “meetings” does not include regularly scheduled 
meetings of the Covered California Board. 
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 Consumer Watchdog requests these records in an electronic format such as a 
Portable Document Format (“PDF”) or Microsoft Word document. 
 
 Any records withheld from production for inspection should be separately 
identified and should be accompanied by the claimed justification for withholding those 
records as required by Government Code section 6255. The justification should state the 
nature of the record withheld, the specific exemption under which the record is being 
withheld, and provide an explanation of why the public interest is served by withholding 
the record. We reserve the right to appeal Covered California’s decision to withhold any 
materials. 
 
 Should you contend that a portion of a particular record is exempt from disclosure 
due to confidentiality, we also request pursuant to Government Code section 6253(a) that 
the exempt portion be redacted and the remaining portion be produced for inspection. 
 
 Consumer Watchdog is prepared to pay reasonable search and duplication fees in 
connection with this request. However, agencies have discretion to waive fees in order to 
provide greater access to public records pursuant to Government Code section 6253(e).  
(See North Co. Parents Org. v. California Dept. of Educ. (1994) 23 Cal.App.4th 144, 
148.) As the information that is the subject of this request is of primary benefit to the 
public regarding how taxpayer dollars are being spent by public agencies, we ask that 
Covered California waive all search and duplication fees. 
 
 Consistent with Government Code section 6253(c), we expect to hear from 
Covered California within ten days. If you have any questions concerning the scope of 
this Public Records Act request, please contact me at (310) 392-0522 ext. 311. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Vanessa Himeles 
Vanessa@consumerwatchdog.org 
(310) 392-0522 ext. 316 
 


